The newsletter of the
Friends of the Wick Country Park
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The committee is busy planning for two main events
this year — ‘Nature Quest’ in May and ‘Paws in the Park’ in June. Please do try to

come along and support these events.

Chairperson’s Report 2006

Anoihar year has passed and it's lime o take a look back
i whal wa have achisved and o think about our plans for
the coming year

We have held a range of events and tried oul some naw
Ideas and | Ihink we have lesmed & thing ar too along the
way. We had the Open House event in March providing
pecpie with the chance to find out more aboul the Friends
and hopefully attract a few new members, | fhink fhal
taught us not to hold an event like that on Motheding
Sunday agalnl

Thers have been the wildife evenis lad by Mark looking at
birds, grazshoppars and damaeiflies and crickels and
dregonfiies. We also helped with the council's kate festival
hedd at the park lest September. Knowing that the park is
popular with dog walkers we pul logether a dog
awarenass day in Juna, We can thank Tricia and Mikk for
much of the work that went (nto crganising thel svent and
it was such 8 success that they heve already pul in a lot of
affort to stant planning a similar evenl for June this vear,

Another new |dea was o encourage local photographic
socielies and members o put on 2 display of their work
and In July we had an axhibliion by local pholographers
Darren Chaplin and Peler Park, Commitiee members
weats on hand throughoul the weekend 1o wealcome visilons
and to offer refreshments. We should again thank Mikki
who organised, and gave up most of her weekend for, that
Evant

Work parfies heve conlinued on every thind Sundey of the
manih but voluniears have bean 3 Bit thn on the ground,
It would be néce fo see a few more members taking part
There is absolulaly no pressurs (o atlend every month
and you don'l have o spend the whole day halping. Just
an hour or two would make g difference. We would atso
be glad of exira help with events. Please let us know if
you would be willing io lend &8 hand occasionally, This
might include helping with refreshments or satting up
equipment Other ways that you can help incfude joining
the committes (it really isn't 2= bad as i sounds). _—=

Plans for this vaars evanis are undarsay. Az well a5 a

day called "Mature Quest’ for 20 May and another dog day
called 'Paws in the Park’ for 10 June. This should be even
bigger and better than last year's event If anyone has ideas
for future events we would be pleased to hear them.

Last year our newsletier Skylarks saw the arrival of Phill the
Fill box gnd more recently his friand Emast and 1'd like to
thank everyons who has contribulad o the newsistier. If
ary members have any comments, ideas or confributions.
for future |ssuss piease let us onow

| wowld like o thank all cur membears, particulary thoss that
have attended or helpad af events and work parfies. Please
continue to support the park by renewing your membership
and do consider getting more invotved. | would also like to
thank Mark and the other members of the commitize for
their e and anfhusiasm and in particular Maunice and
Alison Swealland who have now stood down a3
comimittes membars.

Deborah Balverstona
Chairperson

Nature Quast

The first of our maén events this year is "Nature Quest’ a fun
tamily day on Sunday 20 May betwsen 11am and 4pm

Slarting besade the Pavilion tha first part of the quest will be
g quiz taking you around the park and iesting your
knowledge of the ratural world. The quez will isad you back
to the Pavilion ready for your next challenge.

¥ou may have noticed the pond nexd to the
Pavilion, This is the dipping pond which you

ara usually only sliowed access to if you are on an
educational vish {or helping 8t 8 work pary), However
s part of ‘Nature Ques!’ young and old alike will be
ahle to investigats the urndensater wond by Laking part
in some pond dippng.

Further activities will also ba avadable (n the
Pavilion a5 well 85 refreshments

Dont miss out. Tell your fRends and come and
joim us for a fun day a1 the park.



Canine Ramble

The early moming rain had stopped by 10am and the park started to look highly
suitable for the dog walking group. By 10.30am a large number of visitors had
assambled ready 1o take their charges for a figure of eght walk. The skies remained
overcast but for the walkers, many who hadn't been io the park before, theds was
plenty of interest. Tha trees were siill holding on to their leaves and a faw autumn
lints remained

Afler anjoying their excursions, which lasted for a fithe over an hour, the dogs and
thasir owners arived back at the pavilion. Now was the time for refreshments. Coffes,
tea. béscuits and mince pies wera the order of the day. Socon everyone was seated D P woboga?
and & graal noisa snsued, not from the dogs but from thair owners who seemed fo
have enjoyed our park and had much to talk about

It ssems that this group mests svery month and goes to different locations for thair
‘doggy walks'. Perhaps the canine ramble will becomea an annual event @and we can
continus to show off our park and gain more new members

Mike Craig
Friend of the Wick Country Park

The commifiese would like fo hamk Mike and Norma Cralg for their heip senving the
mefmshments al the Canine Ramble.

Far more information about the Canine Ramblers anly please contact Gill Beck on
01268 450675

Enipying refresiments n ihe pavilion

Diid you know....
MNatural Nibbles
b what sort of bird s pictured in the ‘Friands logo? Well it is also the name of
Hil Phil herel this newsietier, So what exaclly is so special about the Skylark and why was it
Have you looked outside chosen as our symbol?

the window |alety? Are your Dard tables | The Skytark, Alsuds arvensss, is a small brown bird, 2 blt smalker than a

and fesders full of birds and bird food? starfing. You may nol have naticed it in the park but you have probably heard

Good| its fiight call. This is when the mals bird nses vertically from the ground high
what he birds into the air whara it remains for several minutes on fluttaring winga before

m you :ﬁﬁﬁﬁﬂn‘? m;:r;u parachuting back down 1o the ground All the fime it iz in the air the bird

think the birds eal In the park cos we confinuousty sings e tiquc warhiing song catiad & haquid chemup.

havent got any bind lablies here? Skylarks breed on meadows, salt marshes, heaths and farmiand. In the park
Havis @ think — Hisn i e niod issuns of they nest on the maadow In fronl of tha Pavillon. The nest is 8 cup an the

“Skylarks' I'll tell you some fascinaling | 970und made from grass and halr

facts about what some of the birds in In recent years the population has fallen so that today it is about one-third what
your ganden eat In the park it was 30 years agn. This is thought o be dus to changes in farming praciices
Phil ths Pill Box and the uza of pesticides It iz on the Rad List 32 a bird of high conservabon
concam Listen ouf for the Skylark when you sre next in the park
Events Naturs Quest The Friends of the Wick Country
Baslidon District Health Walks Sunday 20" May Park Committea:
Tuesdays 10 15am for 30 to 40 t1am — 4pm Deborah Belverstone - Chairperson
minutes. Meed in the car park. A fun day for ad the family. Be a Nikki Gibson — Treasurer
For info. call 01268 568528 nature detective, explore the park Tricia Marshall - Secretary
and investigate the undarwaler world & jjison Tanner
The Friends’ commities has arranged the of the dipping pond. Parental Gill Clarka
fobowing events with the Wick Country supervision required Maureen Bradford
E*wmmﬂ" g ssisie i Paws in tha Park *‘ Contact Deborah on 01268 572732 or
d Sunday 10th June emall dbehersione@yahoo oo uk
Work Partles T1am — 4pm
Thind Sunday of aach monih Calling ail dogs’ Bring your owners
f0am = 12moon andfor 7pm = 3pm for some caning capers, Fun dog
Coma and have fun and halp the show, agility display, children's quiz, Basildon District Council
ranger with improvements to the park, stalls, exhibits and more. Countryside Services:
Bird Watch Mambership Marcus Hollen
Sunday 168" March it you are not 8 member but would Countrysida Officer
10am — 120000 = lik® o join the Frends of the Wick Telephona: 01268 550088
Bring your binoculars Country Park please contact Nikki Mark Williams
nd join the ranger to on 01288 734293 or email Countryside Ranger
:a.-..-n. Fren il Rl i ey mikanikinfManansat crm k- nary nga



