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Skylarks
Spring is here and lots will be happening in the Wick Country Park in the coming months.
Read all the latest news from the ‘Friends’ and we look forward to seeing you at our future
events. Please keep all those fingers and paws crossed for fine weather!

A Message from the Chair
If you take a stroll round the Pavilion garden it is
evident that Spring is really here. The bulbs and
blossom on a sunny day are a picture. OK, so
there is still plenty to do, but the improvement to
the garden over the past few years is amazing.
A big thank you goes to Dorothy and all the Wick
Weeders for all their hard work.
From now on preparation for this year’s great
events is the focus of the committee. We can’t
do it without your help and support so look out
for the e-mails and requests and see what you
can do to be part of the jolly team of volunteers.
There is a suitable job for everyone and every
little bit really does help. Not only will you have
a fun time and make new friends, you’ll also be
doing something worthwhile for the community.

PLEASE COME ALONG TO THE NEXT
EVENT IN THE WICK COUNTRY PARK

PAWS in the Park
Sunday June 7th 2015
11am to 4pm

Please come along to support the Friends
at our annual fun dog show.
Most of the usual categories will be there,
plus some new ones (such as best 6 legs - a
chance for the owner's legs to be judged
alongside the dog's!). Just £2 to enter a dog,
registration is from 11am and remember
that the most popular classes get
booked quickly.
The full schedule and timetable can be seen
on our website.

Nikki Gibson, Chairperson
***********************************************************

During the interval there will be an exciting
flyball demonstration by the Essex Flyers, a
local award winning dog team.
There will be a children's craft activity and a
quiz, together with stalls and tombola. Plus an
opportunity for your dogs to 'have a go' on
agility and flyball courses,
Basic refreshments will be available from the
pavilion, and there will also be food vendors
on site.
Admission to the event is FREE

OUR FIRST EVENT OF THE YEAR - QUIZ NIGHT 2015

Thoughts of a novice 'quiz-master'........
As December 2014 approached its end and in addition to thinking about all things 'Christmas', my thoughts turned to
the 'Wick Country Park 2015 Quiz Night’ scheduled for March. Thoughts uppermost to my mind always include,
'How do we make it as successful as the previous year?' and 'What rounds shall we have?' Some of you I'm sure
are probably thinking, 'Well how hard can it be?' However, my challenge every year, is to make it as interesting as
possible and to ensure that there is friendly rivalry amongst the teams participating. With regards to the latter, to
date there has not been too much dissent, heckling, arguments or fatalities. This I am assured makes for a
successful quiz night.
As always there were enough teams to make the quiz night an enjoyable, fun and successful event. It always
amazes me just how competitive the teams are and the lengths people will go to illicit information from me about the
questions! YOU KNOW WHO YOU ARE!!! I am also surprised by the array of nibbles and snacks that are brought
by people. I was however most envious of the team with the cheese and pineapple......please bring it again next
year.
The quiz was a tightly fought contest and the rounds were closely contested. The balloon went from table to table
identifying those in the lead, eventually finding its resting place on table 9. Although table 9 won by a clear 13.5
points, only 5 points separated fifth and second place. Table 9 duly collected their prizes (wine) and the 'wooden
spoon' went to tables 2 and 10 who shared the lemons.
Thank you for a great night, I look forward to seeing you in 2016 and think of me in December, pondering another
quiz night.
(Written by Michelle Latt)
************************************************************************************************************************************

FEBRUARY’S LITTER BLITZ
On the morning of Sunday 8th February a litter blitz took place in the park - Mark was accompanied by Trudie, Max,
Hilary and Chris to clear the lake area of litter. This work required going in the water and removing all the litter left
there. Mark, Trudie and Hilary very bravely volunteered to venture into the depths wearing the fashion conscious
waders provided whilst Max and Chris bagged on land. After two hours of this active blitzing a great number of bags
of litter was the outcome. It is more than likely another blitz will be taking place so if you want to wear these waders
please contact the Friends.

THE BIRDSONG WALK - SUNDAY 12th APRIL 2015
It was a lovely sunny morning but there was a cold northerly wind when we set out on the Bird Song Walk. Turnout
was very good with 28 people attending including Martin Singleton who was our guide for the walk. It was nice to
see so many new faces. We were hoping to see some early spring migrants that would be returning from Southern
Europe and Africa and we were not disappointed.

As we set off from the Pavilion towards the walkway over the reed beds we could hear a Chiffchaff singing and
there were plenty of Robins singing in this area too as there were throughout the walk. A solitary Blackcap was
heard here and a couple of Wrens too. As we came out in to the clearing two Blue Tits were spotted and a Crow,
one of several seen during the walk, plus one of many Woodpigeons. A brief discussion took place at a sighting of
a colourful Finch sat in a distant tree. Was it a Bullfinch? It had a very deep pinkish breast. However, on close
inspection the white wing bars identified it as a Chaffinch. We again saw and heard many Robins along the path.
As we arrived at the corner of the path, a male and female Blackcap were seen, fantastic! The female bird
confused some of us due to its brown cap. At the bridge that goes over the brook there was lots of bird activity in
the large Oak Tree. We had excellent views of a Chiffchaff along with Blue Tits and a Wren. We took a slight
detour from the path so we could have a look at the Lake. The water was very choppy but there were three
Canada Geese on the water and a fourth was on the Island sat on a nest. There were a couple of Coots and
Moorhens too. We walked back to the path behind the lake and were pleased to see two Comma Butterflies
looking splendid in the sunshine. The next sighting was a distant Green Woodpecker which was only seen by
Martin as the rest of the group were distracted by some very nice Long Tailed Tits. We walked along to the Pillbox
and stopped for a few minutes to see what was in the area and a lovely Peacock Butterfly was spotted. Another
Chiffchaff was spotted and the tinkling of Goldfinches was heard as they landed in the hedgerow. It was a
pleasure to see the first Swallows of the year but only briefly as the wind was blowing them through pretty quickly.
As we were looking around another bird was heard which can’t be counted and that was a cockerel crowing!! A bit
further along a Blackbird was seen along with a few House Sparrows. As we headed back towards the Pavilion
two Greenfinches flew overhead and at least two Collared Doves were seen and a few Starlings. As we stood
outside the Pavilion enjoying our tea and biscuits looking out towards the lake a Mute Swan and Mallard were
seen and these were our final sightings of the day.
Despite the wind we still managed to see 22 species of birds and the butterflies were a bonus too. I’m sure
everyone enjoyed the morning. It definitely blew my cobwebs away!
(Written by Marie Singleton)

SKYLARKS 3K RACE ON 22nd APRIL 2015
After two days of sunshine, Wednesday was cloudy all day, but at 6.30 the sun suddenly came out in time for The
Friends’ 3kilometre race that evening.
As the helpers arrived to set up the event the first keen competitors also started turning up, and from then on the
runners filled the pavilion to fill in their forms and pay their entry fee. Whilst the sun was shining there was a keen
wind blowing as well which was keeping it cool, but also giving 4 young boys a good bit of kiting.
Outside the runners could be seen doing a weird assortment of exercises, whilst the keener competitors set off
round the course to warm up! One was even heard hoping that the regular winner, Crispen, might not be able to
turn up this time so giving others a chance! For the first time they included one young lady harnessed up to her dog;
a representative of the Canine Cross group who can regularly be seen in greater numbers at longer events such as
the Parachute Regiment’s “Para’s 10” ten-mile run at Colchester in July. Before the start it looked as though our
numbers were going to be increased still further, until we saw it was the arrival of the local “boot camp” exercise
regime to music!
This time we hosted 77 runners; the largest number since Peter Bates started running the event for us 10 years ago.
Consequently the start was delayed for about 10 minutes. The race proceeded on the usual route with the winner
crossing the line in under 10 minutes. As the last runners were home the sun was just setting over the trees on
another successful event.

As the marshalls were packing up the route signs, there were the mad few runners going around for a second time –
what they called a “warm-down”! Meanwhile everyone else was packing into the pavilion to hear the results and
hand out the prizes.
As expected, the first Male home was Crispen Bloomfield of Billericay Striders in 9.47, very close to last year’s
winning time of 9.42! Second male was Sam Nigh of Team Eversley in 10.26 in 2nd place overall and third male was
Keiran McGill of Benfleet Running Club in 10.35 making him 4th overall.
The Females were not to be outdone. Coming from far away Chelmsford Athletics Club, first home was Hayley
Pegg in 12.34, putting her in 12th place overall. Close on her heels was the second female, Amanda Stevens in 14th
place with 12.41; she is not currently attached to a club. Third female home was Abigail Morgan from even more far
away Tiptree Road Runners, who ran 13.32, putting her in 19th place.
The Boys section aged 16 and under, saw some really excellent performances. First boy home was Sam Hirata
Flannigan, aged 16, who ran a fast 10.35, putting him in 3rd place overall! Sam is not attached to any club at present
but perhaps one will snap him up soon? Second boy home was Joe Payne, aged 16, who runs for Basildon
Athletics Club who also completed a good run of 11.41, putting him in 6th place overall. Third boy was Freddy
Taiani, of Team Eversley, who ran a time of 12.30 at the young age of 10, putting him in 11th place overall!
The Girls were not to be outdone. First was Phoebe Oliver, even younger at 9 years old, who ran 16.45. She also
runs for Team Eversley who has had a good day out today. Second girl was Kate Cook aged 12 and representing
Essex Tri Club, who ran the course in 17.33 to come in 50th overall. Third girl home was Kelsey Clarke, aged 11,
who completed in 17.54 to achieve a creditable placing of 54th.
Altogether a great evening race. The youngest runner was a lad of 6 from Tilbury, and the oldest were two
gentlemen, both 72, from Billericay Striders and Dagenham 88 Runners respectively. Well done to all of you.
As can be seen from the results we had many clubs represented, including a club from Leeds (although he lives in
Chelmsford), and two runners came from Tiptree. One of our previous winners was there and he comes from
Chadwell Heath.
Finally mention must be made of the last two entrants to finish. Trudie and Hilary walked the course to prove that
you can’t let the event spoil a good gossip!
(Written by Richard Rowsell, photographs courtesy of David Piper)

WICK COUNTRY PARK
EVENTS 2015
DATE
Usually the
2nd and 4th
Monday of
each month

EVENT
Wick Weeders

DETAILS
Starting at 1.30 pm (see the website & posters for
confirmation of the dates). Help is always needed to
maintain these gardens. Equipment is provided.

Sunday 7th
June

Paws in the Park 11 am to 4 pm Our annual popular fun dog show, for
dogs of all types, ages and sizes. A must for all dog
lovers, look out for new classes this year and browse the
stalls, which are mainly dog related.

Wednesday
15th July

Skylarks 3K Race 7.30 pm Another race organized in conjunction with
the Pitsea Running Club. Open to all runners and
power walkers. Supporters welcome

Sunday 19th
July

Nature Quest

Sunday 9th
August

Crickets &
Dragonflies

Sunday 13th
September

Kite Festival & 11 am to 4 pm A family day, come for just an hour, or
Classic Car come for longer. Learn how to make and fly a kite; allow
Display
at least an hour. This event is held in conjunction with
the Essex Kite Group and the South Eastern Vintage
and Classic Vehicle Club

Sunday 13th
December

Yule Ramble &
AGM

11 am to 4 pm A family day, come for just an hour, or
come for longer.. Pond dipping, bug hunting and more.
Children must be accompanied by an adult.
Starting at 2 pm (two hours) Led by the Park Ranger,
catch and identify insects found in the park, and observe
the beautiful dragonflies. Children must be accompanied
by an adult. Dogs are welcome on a lead.

Starting at 2 pm Finish the year with a sociable and
leisurely walk of approx 1 – 1.5 hours around the park,
led by the Park Ranger, then enjoy some mulled wine
and mince pies. Everyone is then invited to the AGM.

The above events have been organised by the Friends of the Wick Country Park in consultation with the
Park Ranger. All events start at the Wick Country Park Pavilion and booking is not required.
Refreshments are available at all events.
For more information on these events please contact Nikki Gibson on 01268 734293 or email
nikkigibson621@btinternet.com The latest information on events throughout the year can be found on our
website: www.friendsofthewickcountrypark.co.uk
*********************************************************************************************************************************
Membership
If you are not a member but would like to join the Friends of the Wick Country Park please contact Nikki on 01268 734293 or
email nikkigibson621@btinternet.com

Friends of the Wick Country Park Committee:
Nikki Gibson - Chairperson/Membership Secretary, Richard Rowsell - Vice Chair, Dorothy Cundy - Treasurer,
Marie Singleton - Secretary, Alaric Cundy - Webmaster
Committee Members: Peter Bates, Christine Lee

Basildon Borough Council Countryside Services:
Mark Williams - Countryside Ranger, Telephone: 01268 562921
Steve Prewer - Manager of Countryside Operations and Development, Telephone 01268 465380
Neighbourhood Policing Team: Telephone 0300 333 4444 or 07875 003503

