The newsletter of the
Friends of the Wick Country Park
www.friendsofthewickcountrypark.co.uk

ISSUE 58 AUGUST 2018

Skylarks
Summer is here and lots has already been happening in the Wick Country Park. Read all
the latest news from the ‘Friends’ and we look forward to seeing you at our next event, the
ever popular and successful Kite Festival will be flying high in September. See you there!
A Message from the Committee
Hello everyone, hope you are all enjoying the summer. Here
at the Wick Country Park we have been busy, two
successful events so far and another to come!

PLEASE COME ALONG TO THE NEXT
EVENT IN THE WICK COUNTRY PARK

Kite

The two events were both in July, our second Skylarks 3k
Race and then the Nature Event. Both were successful and
well attended, also the weather was thankfully kind to us.
Reviews on these events are featured in the following pages
of the newsletter.
Please do not forget our next event in September, the Kite
Festival on Sunday 16th September. This is in conjunction
with the Essex Kite Group and the South Eastern Vintage &
Classic Vehicle Club. There will be an amazing display of
kites in the air, take a stroll and admire the vintage cars
outside the pavilion.
As at the previous Kite Festivals there will be lots to do – in
the pavilion there will be the making of the kites, then
decorating them and there will be other craft activities too.
Last year both activities were popular!

Festival
Make and fly a kite
Sunday 16th September 2018
12 – 4pm (allow at least an hour)

Wick Country Park

Tresco Way, Wickford, SS12 9GP

Plus
A Classic Car Display

A FREE event. Refreshments available.
For further details go to the website
www.friendsofthewickcountrypark.co.uk

Looking forward to seeing you all soon.
(Unfortunately we will be postponing the Quiz Night planned
for 5th October until early next year)
Please note that our new single-point contact email address
is now contact_us@friendsofthewickcountrypark.co.uk
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‘The Skylarks 3K Race July 2018’
It was a fine evening for the runners and supporters at the second Skylarks 3K Race of the year on 18th
July, a total of 49 runners taking part.

The race was organised by The Friends of the Wick Country Park in conjunction with Pitsea Running Club.
Further information about Pitsea Running Club is available on their website www.pitsearunningclub.org.uk
or through Facebook.

Many thanks to Peter Bates and his team for the excellent organisation, also to all the hardy runners taking
part and the supporters cheering them on.

The winners of the race are listed below. Everyone enjoyed the evening and I hope you will be able to support the Skylarks 3K events next year.
First Man - Crispen Bloomfield in 9:42

First Lady - Nicola Bredin in 11:30

First Boy - Jake Sussex in 15:02

First Girl - Elizabeth Bell in 16:24
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‘Nature Event 2018’
It was a new event this year based on previous Nature Quests but it proved to be just as popular. It was
a nice sunny day to enjoy an afternoon of education, enjoyment and creativity in the country park.

The Pond Dipping as always was a great favourite, the children using nets to find all sorts of pond life to
take to be identified by Mark the Countryside Ranger, who also used his expertise to give an insight into
what they had caught. There was also the Bug Hunting, enjoyed by many sweeping nets through the
long grass and taking their find of insects to be identified by Barbara and Richard from the Wickford
Wildlife Society. They have put together a list of all the ‘bugs’ found, this is on the website page under
Nature Event.

Outside there were activity tables to enjoy. The children loved the ‘messy’ making of the Pine Cone
Feeder using lots of lard and birdseed to coat the pine cone for the birds to enjoy feasting on. The quiz
table had two mini quizzes - Who Lives Here and Guess How Many Legs. A new activity was the Face
Painting whereby the children could choose which animal face they would like to have.

There was more animal creativity inside the pavilion making and
colouring an animal face mask, colourful designs were made by
all. The Origami table where the children learn how to magically
make all sorts of animals artistically from a thick sheet of paper
was again very popular.

After each activity the children could pick a wildlife sticker to acknowledge their knowledge and creativity,
the aim was to get a full set of these and many achieved it! At the end of the afternoon there were some
happy children leaving the park with their painted faces and face masks, pine cones, origami designs and
stickers, plus having a good time pond dipping and bug hunting.
Many thanks to all the helpers who made the Nature Event an entertaining and enjoyable time for the
families. A more detailed report and photographs can be found on the website page for the Nature Event.
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EVENTS PROGRAMME 2018
The following events for 2018 have been organised by the Friends of the Wick Country Park in
consultation with the Park Ranger. Except for the Quiz, all these events start at the Wick Country
Park Pavilion and booking is not required. Toilets, car-parking, cycle racks, and refreshments are
available at all events.

EVENT
Wick Weeders

DATE

DETAILS

Usually twice Starting at 1.30 pm Details:
each month http://www.friendsofthewickcountrypark.co.u
k/Wick_Weeders.shtml, or visit our Facebook
page, or see the posters at the park, or email to
contact_us@friendsofthewickcountrypark.co.uk.
Equipment is provided. Help is always needed
to maintain these gardens.

Kite Festival & Classic Sunday 16th
Car Display
September

12 am to 4 pm Another great family day out held in conjunction with the Essex Kite Group
and the South Eastern Vintage and Classic
Vehicle Club. Allow at least an hour. Learn
how to make and fly a kite.

For the latest information, please email contact_us@friendsofthewickcountrypark.co.uk, or see our website:
www.friendsofthewickcountrypark.co.uk
**************************************************************************************************************************************
If you are not a member but would like to join the Friends of the Wick Country Park please contact by email:
contact_us@friendsofthewickcountrypark.co.uk

Friends of the Wick Country Park Committee:

Christine Lee - Acting Chairperson, Hazel Broomfield - Treasurer, Marie Singleton - Secretary,
Hannah Cooper – Membership Secretary, Alaric Cundy - Webmaster
Committee Member: Peter Bates

Basildon Borough Council Countryside Services:
Mark Williams - Countryside Ranger. To resolve an issue go to www.basildon.gov.uk/street or customer service on
01268 533333 (option 5). Any site enquiries to 01268 206665
Rob Baker - Parks and Countryside Supervisor, Telephone: 01268 553992

Neighbourhood Policing Team: Telephone 0300 333 4444 or 07875 003503
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